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      The Newsletter for Marshall University                                   Feb. 17, 2021 
 
 
Please note: Because of the recent and forecast inclement weather and power outages, some 





Marshall Health COVID-19 testing site to remain closed 
today and tomorrow 
 
FEBRUARY 17, 2021 
 
Due to continued adverse weather conditions, Marshall Health’s drive-thru COVID-19 testing site will 
remain closed Wednesday, Feb. 17, and Thursday, Feb. 18. 
 





In Memoriam: Susan Ross 
 
FEBRUARY 17, 2021 
Susan Renée Ross,  senior financial accountant at the Marshall University 
Research Corporation, died Feb. 13.  
 
Funeral arrangements for Ross are pending under the direction of Lewis 
Gillum Funeral Home. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the family is asking 
that all respect and follow CDC guidelines. She cared and advocated for 
individuals with disabilities, and, in lieu of flowers, the family is requesting 
that contributions be made in her memory to the Jackson County Board of 
Developmental Disabilities, PO Box 607, Jackson OH 45640. 
 
MURC officials said that her duties included accounts payable and travel for MURC. Many of their 
processes are impacted by her loss, so it will take longer for them to process checks and other items 
during the transitional period over the coming weeks. 
 





Alumnus donates personal aircraft to Marshall aviation 
program 
 
FEBRUARY 17, 2021 
 
Marshall University’s new Aviation 
Maintenance and Technology (AMT) 
program has landed its first aircraft, 
thanks to the generosity of a local 
alumnus. 
 
Daniel Ward of Barboursville, a private 
pilot and retired manager at Marathon 
Petroleum, flew his Dakota Hawk one 
last time this month, from Ona Airpark 
to Huntington Tri-State Airport to 
deliver the single-engine plane to the 
new Marshall University Aviation 
Maintenance and Technology program. Ward built the plane 20 years ago and spent more than 800 hours 
piloting the two-seat aircraft. 
 
“Marshall has been a big part of my life,” said Ward, a 2003 graduate of the university who began taking 
classes in 1971. “It just seemed like a good idea to give back to the university by promoting the endeavor 
they’ve undertaken with the maintenance school. I think it’s great. This airplane will continue to teach 
others as it has taught me.” 
 
Ward’s donation will be used as a physical teaching aid during general introduction to aviation classes, 
according to Jim Smith, interim director of the AMT program. “This is the first airplane that a lot of our 
students actually will be able to get their hands on, start the engine and explore,” Smith said. 
 
The plane will be housed in one of two hangars at Huntington Tri-State Airport that will soon undergo 
renovations and serve as home to the AMT Program. The first cohort of students is expected to begin 
classes in spring 2022, pending program approval and FAA certification. 
 
Students enrolled in the 18-month program will earn FAA airframe and powerplant certifications and an 
associate of applied science degree from Marshall and Mountwest through a first-of-its kind dual degree 
in West Virginia. 
 
Last month the program was awarded $925,000 by the U.S. Economic Development Administration 
(EDA) to purchase tools and specialized teaching equipment necessary to meet FAA certification 
requirements.  The program also recently received $1.3 million from the Appalachian Regional 
Commission (ARC) to support start-up operations. 
 
“The federal investment from ARC and EDA, coupled with private and state investments of $3 million, 
are allowing Marshall, Mountwest and RCBI to develop in partnership with the FAA a state-of-the-art 
airframe and powerplant program right here in the Tri-State region,” said Charlotte Weber, RCBI director 
& CEO. 
 
The AMT Program is part of the newly established Marshall University Division of Aviation that also 
includes the Bill Noe Flight School at Yeager Airport. 
 
“Marshall University is pleased to offer the A&P program in alliance with RCBI and Mountwest,” 
President Gilbert said. “Our plan is to provide a robust curriculum for both two-year and four-year 
students who are interested in aviation, and we are moving toward that goal every day.” 




Photo: Marshall University alumnus Daniel Ward of Barboursville delivers the Dakota Hawk airplane he 
donated to the new Marshall Aviation Maintenance and Technology program, which will be located at 


























iCenter to observe Entrepreneurship Week 
 
FEBRUARY 10, 2021 
 
Introduction to Social Entrepreneurship 
 
Thursday, Feb. 18, at 1 p.m. via Zoom 
 
Join us during National 
Entrepreneurship Week as social 
entrepreneur Brandon Dennison 
shares his perspective on why 
social entrepreneurship is such an 
important strategy for the 
advancement of the Appalachian 
region. Based on his experiences 
over the past decade founding and 
growing Coalfield Development 
(based in Wayne, WV), Brandon 
will lead a discussion on what 
social entrepreneurship is, why it’s particularly important in Appalachia, and some of the big challenges 
and opportunities that come along with it. There will be plenty of time for Q and A. Dennison’s work as a 
social entrepreneur has been recognized by national and international social entrepreneurship 
organizations including Ashoka, World Bank, and DRK. In 2019, he was awarded the prestigious Heinz 
Award for Employment and Economy. Register at https://www.muicenter.com/national-ent-week. 
  
App in an Hour 
 
Friday, Feb. 19, at 1 p.m. via Zoom 
 
Have an app idea? Collin 
Meadows, Founding Member 
of Tech304, will walk you 
through Figma, a web-based 
design platform with design 
and code-generating tools. 
Collin will you show you tips 
and tricks to help you create 
your own app in real 











School of Medicine to host fundraiser with Chipotle 
Mexican Grill in Huntington 
 
FEBRUARY 17, 2021 
 
Not sure what to make for dinner?  Next Monday you can let Chipotle do the work while supporting the 
doctors of tomorrow.  A Marshall University Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine  fundraiser is 
scheduled for Monday, Feb. 22, from 5 to 9 p.m. at the Chipotle at 2151 Fifth Ave. in Huntington. You 
can also order online (app or website) using promo code XP2HCLJ for pickup, also from 5 to 9 p.m. A 




















Marshall to host online panel discussion about podcasting 
 
FEBRUARY 17, 2021 
 
Marshall University’s Digital 
Humanities program will host an 
online panel discussion on 
podcasting Tuesday, Feb. 23. The 
panel will take place from 6 to 7 
p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 23, and viewers 
can learn about starting, promoting 
and improving podcasts from 
members of the Marshall University 
community who have their own 
podcasts. 
 
Viewers can register at  www.tinyurl.com/DHpodcastpanel. 
 
The online discussion will feature Dr. Hilary Brewster, an associate professor of English, who hosts the 
podcast D*mn Near, Rileigh Smirl, a Marshall student and Yeager Scholar who hosts the podcast Still 
Buffering, and Dr. Chris White, a history professor who hosts the podcast COVID in West Virginia 
Podcast with Chris White. 
 
“When asked what events the Digital Humanities program might sponsor, students have consistently 
requested to learn more about podcasting. Podcast hosts and producers rely on good research, 
communication and audio editing skills, and they also draw on their creative abilities,” said Dr. Kristen 
Lillvis, a professor of English and director of the digital humanities program. “We believe this event will 
help students use their education to engage with the public.” 
 




School of Music to host 12th Annual Festival of New 
Music Feb. 25-26 
 
FEBRUARY 17, 2021 
 
The Marshall University School of Music 
will host the 12th Annual Festival of New 
Music on Thursday and Friday, Feb. 25-
26. The festival features chamber music, 
electro-acoustic music, and music for film 
composed by guest composers, Marshall 
University composition faculty, students 
and Marshall alumni. The festival will 
stream online at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 
25, and at 3 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 
26. 
 
Featured guests are Francis Almendárez, Evan Grover, Kevin von Kampen, Lori Baruth, David Oyen, 
Thomas Pappas, Anthony Almendárez, Shelby Ard, Esin Gündüz, Jarohn Grandstaff, Mark Haas, Zack 
Merritt, Sean Price and James Stamm. 
 
Concerts will stream on the School of Music YouTube Channel 
at https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKbpuRSLJ6eqJf7QekSiaZw. 
 




IT issues tax season reminders on identity theft 
 




(MUIT) wants to warn the 
Marshall community to be on 
the lookout for Tax Identity 
Theft scams. Many federal 
agencies are offering 
information and resources to 
help consumers learn to 
protect themselves from tax-
related identity theft and 
Internal Revenue Service 
(IRS) imposter scams. 
 
MUIT along with the National Cybersecurity & Communications Integration Center (NCCIC) and the 
United States Computer Emergency Readiness Team (US-CERT) encourage consumers to review IRS 
publication Taxes.Security.Together. and NCCIC/US-CERT Tip Preventing and Responding to Identity 
Theft. Users can also participate in a series of free webinars and chats on avoiding tax identity theft, 
hosted by the Federal Trade Commission, IRS, Department of Veterans Affairs and others. 
 






















New Cases Since Feb. 3, 2021 
   Students: 38 
   Faculty: 0 
   Staff*: 1 
* Includes auxiliary employees (Sodexo, Aetna, Rec Center, etc.) 
All testing is being done in partnership with Marshall Health, Cabell Huntington Hospital, 
Pleasant Valley Hospital, QLabs Inc. and MedExpress Urgent Care. 




The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed Feb. 24, 2021. Please send 
items for consideration to WAMnewsletter@marshall.edu by 5 p.m. Monday, Feb. 22, 2021. 
 
 
To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following link: 
www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/February-17-2021. 
